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CHAP, summoned from the surrounding country, by whose
^^^ influx the force drawn from Dunbar was constantly
1567. increased. Bothwell did not, however, stop at Had-
ington as had been expected, but in order to gain
time continued his march right to the castle of
Seton, where he arrived with the Queen in the
evening, and where they remained over night, while
their numerous troops were quartered in the ad-
jacent villages of Preston and Prestonpans. At sun-
rise on Sunday morning, 15th June, at the news of
the approach of the enemy, the expedition advanced,
and a new proclamation in the Queen;s name was
issued to her soldiers, in which all the charges made
by the rebels were contradicted as idle inventions.
They spoke, she said, of wishing to avenge the
former King's death, but no one had a better title
to avenge him than the Queen herself, if she only
knew the authors of his murder ; they came for-
ward with accusations against the Earl of Bothwell,
although he had used all possible means to manifest
his innocence, although the court of law had acquit-
ted him, the Parliament had to the utmost confirmed
this acquittal, and he himself in the fullest manner
had announced his willingness to decide the matter
by a duel with any accuser of equal birth ; they
talked of wishing to defend the young prince, and
yet this young prince was really in their own hands.
" The sarnyn day the Quenis majestie causit mak pro-
clamatioun in the camp, that quha sould sla ane erle
suld have XL pund land, ane lord xx pd. land, ane
barrouii x pd. land, and ane gemane his escheit."l
It was still morning when they reached the top of
Carberry Hill, and the enemy came in sight. On
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